2008 UMPIRES MEETING

 
 
2007 REVIEW ISSUES
· SHORTAGE OF UMPIRES AT SOME EVENTS – For example one regatta only had 3 officials. More umpires required.
· POOR COMMUNICATIONS INCL QUALITY & NUMBER OF RADIOS – A regatta to run efficiently and safely requires good and sufficient communications.
· TIME CUT-OFFS/RIGID GATE – A necessity at some Heads when the course is a narrow waterway and it is dangerous to have crews moving in two directions.
· INCORRECT/DUBIOUS TIMING AT HEADS – Competitors expect competent arrangements.
· INCORRECT RESULTS AT HEADS – As above.
· SLOW PRODUCTION OF RESULTS – Results should be available promptly but not at the expense of accuracy.
· COACHING AT HEADS – This is prohibited under the Rules although a number of coaches ‘push it’ when they think they will get away with it.
· CLUB COLOURS – These must be worn under the Rules for identification.
· QUALIFICATION/STATUS OF COMPETITORS – Non compliance is cheating.
· AS A CONSEQUENCE INNOCENT CREWS ELIMINATED OR LOSE RACES – As above.
· SPORTSMANSHIP ISSUES – This is common decency.
· IMPORTANCE OF ENSURING START LIST UP TO DATE – Necessary to ensure efficient conduct of regatta.
· VETERAN HANDICAPS – Must be applied properly or their use is meaningless.
· CIRCULATION PATTERN – This is a safety requirement and must be observed.
· KEEPING CREWS WARM ON DELAYED STARTS – Crews taking the trouble to turn up on time must not be disadvantaged.
· SINGLE SCULLER SUBSTITUTION – This is against the Rules.
· ELIGIBILITY OF CREWS INCL FEMALES IN MALE CREWS – Self evident and females are not permitted in male crews except in Mixed, Junior or as Coxswains.
· LIFE JACKET FAILURE – This is a mandatory safety requirement and clubs must check their equipment and ensure it is in order.
· CREW COMPETENCE – Incompetent crews including coxswains can be a danger to themselves and to other competitors.
