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NEWS RELEASE
[date] March 2009
Team Working Event Keeps Children Safe in Sport
Tom Hewitt, Exec Member (Governance) from Scottish Rowing was part of a seminar exploring developments in the world of child protection in sport recently.
The ‘Strength In Numbers’ event was held at Murrayfield Stadium, Edinburgh on Wednesday, February 25 and organised by the national Child Protection in Sport Service (CPiS), run jointly by sportscotland and child welfare charity CHILDREN 1ST.
Child protection officers from local authorities and Scottish Governing Bodies of Sport gathered to hear the latest developments and to share examples of good practice. New resources to help clubs and organisations were also launched with the help of some Scotland rugby stars.

So far, all 52 governing bodies of sport and a quarter of Scottish local authorities have signed up to the CPiS’s 2006 Accord; pledging to have child protection policies and procedures in place.
Said CPiS manager Campbell Bell: “The day was a great chance to share good practice and look at how sporting bodies and councils can work together to create a safe and fun environment for children and young people to enjoy sport.”

Editor’s Notes: 
There is a picture available of Scotland’s rugby players with the new resources. Please contact Anita Elizar, Communications Manager at CHILDREN 1ST on 0131 446 2330 for this. 
Child Protection in Sport Service 
The CPiS was established in 2002 in response to a growing need for advice, training and resources to help sports organisations keep children safe in and through sport, and aims to ensure that children who take part in sporting activities are safe and secure.
The Glasgow-based service helps sports organisations by providing advice, consultancy and training on the development and implementation of child protection policies and procedures.
sportscotland is the national agency for sport in Scotland.  Its mission is to encourage everyone in Scotland to discover and develop their own sporting experience, helping to increase participation and improve performances in Scottish sport.
sportscotland aims to achieve this mission by leading and supporting their partners, investing National Lottery and Scottish Government funding where it counts, and advising on policy and strategy for the future. 
In all that it does, sportscotland strives to add value and act in the best interests of Scottish sport.
CHILDREN 1ST
CHILDREN 1ST is the working name of the Royal Scottish Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children, which for 125 years has been working to give every child in Scotland a safe and secure childhood. CHILDREN 1ST supports families under stress, protects children from harm and neglect, helps them recover from abuse and promotes children's rights and interests. 
CHILDREN 1ST provides 40 services in 27 local authority areas as well as five national services including ParentLine Scotland (0808 800 2222), the free, national telephone helpline for parents and carers, and ChildLine in Scotland (0800 1111) on behalf of the NSPCC.  For more information about how we work to keep children safe in Scotland, visit www.children1st.org.uk






