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1.
Umpires Commission.
This commission is responsible to the Racing Control Committee (R.C.C.) and shall consist of -

· the Convenor of the R.C.C.;

· 1 licensed umpire appointed by the R.C.C.; and

· 1 licensed umpire appointed by an annual meeting of umpires.

The commission shall be responsible for all matters pertaining to umpires and umpiring, including -

· the training and examination of candidates;

· the issue, renewal or withdrawal of licences;

· the maintenance of a Register of Licensed Umpires consisting of names, addresses and telephone numbers for circulation to regatta organisers;

· the interpretation of the Rules of Racing;

· the appointment of Senior Umpires (on the Board's behalf) to all regattas held under the Rules of Racing;

· to invite and nominate suitable candidates for the F.I.S.A. Umpires Examination.

2.
Umpires Licence.
Candidates must pass a test and satisfy the Commission of their competence.  The licence is subject to the conditions in paragraph 5.

3.
Multi-Lane Endorsement.
Umpires who have held a licence for at least two years may apply to the Commission for 1 year's training, culminating in an examination on multi-lane umpiring.  Successful candidates will be considered "Multi-lane Endorsed".  Subject to the conditions in paragraph 5, the endorsement is issued for a maximum of three years and may be renewed by the Commission for further periods of three years.

4.
F.I.S.A. Licence.
Umpires who hold a "Multi-lane Endorsement" may be selected by the Commission as suitable candidates for the F.I.S.A. Licence.  The Commission will take whatever steps are necessary to present these persons for examination.

5.
Renewal / Withdrawal of Licence (other than a F.I.S.A. Licence).
5.1
As a minimum requirement, umpires will be required to officiate on 5 racing days per annum.  One day's duty (two for multi-lane endorsed) at a multi-lane (4 or more lanes) course and the remainder at any open regatta (multi-lane or otherwise). Umpires must attend at least one umpires' seminar/training day in a three year period.

Failure to meet these requirements may result in withdrawal of licence or endorsement.

5.2
The Commission, acting on information provided by Clubs, Regatta Organising Committees or Senior Umpires, may withdraw a licence or endorsement.

5.3
An umpire consistently failing to practice the procedures and interpretations of the Rules of Racing, compiled and distributed by the Commission, may have his/her licence or endorsement withdrawn.

5.4
Before withdrawing or restricting the term of a licence or endorsement, the Commission shall inform the umpire of the reasons for such proposed action and shall invite the umpire concerned to make comment.

The umpire shall have the right of appeal to the Board of Scottish Rowing.

6.
Identification of Umpires.
All umpires must be readily identifiable to competitors whilst on duty.

Appendix A :  Current Umpires Commission Members

Sandy Walker (convenor)

Peter Morrison

John McKinney

Gary Bain (additional member appointed by the Umpires as a body in the interests of continuity)
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