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The Umpires Commission has discussed a number of outstanding issues and guidance on them is considered appropriate as follows:

GPS

The Umpires Commission takes the view that the use of GPS be regarded as 'outside assistance'.  We are aware that this equipment can be used as a 'speed coach' in a similar manner to an impeller on the boat, but are of the opinion that particularly when they are used in conjunction with an iphone the possibility for transfer of information exists.  With the pace of change in modern technology this possibility increases and in our view should be addressed at an early stage.  It is intended that the position be reviewed in 12 months time.

Discussions with representatives of British Rowing confirm that the use of GPS when competing under their rules is not allowed for the same reason.

BOW BALLS

Clause C2 of the Rules of Racing now states that a bow ball should be incapable of significant deflection in any direction. FISA have adopted the same wording.

Interpretation of this clause by umpires to be that if the bow ball, is loose, perished, split, or can be bent in any direction such that the point of the bow can be felt/seen (either through the side wall of the bow ball or completely visible) then the umpire should consider the bow not to be properly protected.  Effectively this means that if the bow ball is 4 cm in diameter, then deflection probably should not be significantly more than 2 cm.  We should however resist the temptation of specifying actual dimensions.  Umpires will also check that the bow ball fixing does not cause a hazard as well.

VETERAN HANDICAPS

Use of the BR Veteran Handicap tables are on the basis that the base time over the course for the Vet A or Open category in that boat type should be established before the handicap is calculated.  If this cannot be done on the day e.g. because of race timing, then the standard time indicated in the guidance notes should be used, amended if necessary pro rata because of the course length.
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