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Medals For Scottish Rowers At World Under 23 Championships

At the World Under 23 Rowing Championships in Brest, Belarus this weekend, Scottish oarsmen Andrew Holmes and Sam Scrimgeour have earned bronze medals racing for the GB Rowing Team.
18-year-old Lochwinnoch man Holmes, who this time last year was celebrating after becoming a Junior World Champion in the coxless four at Brive-La-Gaillarde in France, made the step up to the Under 23 squad at the first time of asking and was competing in the coxed four.

In their final on Saturday morning, the British crew were involved in a three-way battle the whole way down the 2000 metre course with the German and New Zealand crews.  With only 500 metres to go, there was less than half a second separating all three crews.  At the line it was the Germans, who have a strong pedigree at this level, who pipped it from the Brits, with Holmes and his crew ousting the New Zealanders to take the bronze medals.

In the final of the lightweight quadruple sculls event the British crew, with Glasgow Rowing Club’s Scrimgeour, 22, sitting in the 2 seat, found the pace quick from the start, sitting in 5th place with a quarter of the race down.

The British boat pulled back on the rest of the field, moving through their French opposition by the 1000 metre mark; but they still had it all to do in the last 500 metres, when they were sitting nearly two and half seconds behind the Italians.  Sensing that the Italian boat was tiring, the Brits made one final surge to take the bronze medals and the final place on the podium.

Further Scottish representation in Belarus was made by Polly Swann, who like Scrimgeour also trains out of Glasgow Rowing Club.  The 22-year-old medical student from Edinburgh University was stroking the British women’s coxless four in a competitive field.

After qualifying for Saturday’s final with a third place finish in Friday’s repechage, the British crew, stroked by Swann, were hopeful of a medal placing.

Following a tight first 500 metres the British crew were sitting in the middle of the pack and in front of eventual gold medallists, the United States.  But the pace proved too much as the United States, Australia and Germany pulled away to take the medals, leaving the British boat to console themselves with a 4th place finish, in front of the Netherlands crew who had beaten them in the repechage.
Scottish Rowing President, Mike Morrice, was delighted with the results and quick to offer his congratulations to all concerned.

“It is extremely encouraging to see Scottish athletes winning medals on the world stage, especially in a sport where Britain is currently enjoying so much success internationally,” said Morrice.  “Andrew, Sam and Polly have put in a tremendous amount of work to get to this level and they should be congratulated for this dedication, along with their respective coaching teams.”
“Scottish Rowing is committed to supporting our best athletes locally.  For the past couple of years now, we have seen Scottish-based athletes representing GB and bringing home medals from Junior World Championships.  It is exciting when you see these same athletes continue up the performance pathway.  We hope that with the right support in place that some of these athletes can go all the way to the top of our sport.”
David Tanner CBE, Performance Director of the GB Rowing Team, described the overall British team performance this year as the “best yet”.
"I'm really pleased indeed", he added. "It augurs well for the future.  This event is in its fourth year as an official world championships and, in my opinion, the standard has risen every year".
Andrew Holmes and Polly Swann both now turn their attentions to the Commonwealth Rowing Championships, where they will be representing Scotland.  The Championships are set to take place at the Welland International Flatwater Centre in Welland, Ontario, from the 31st July to the 1st August.

--ENDS--

Full Results

The 2010 World Under 23 Rowing Championships took place in Brest, Belarus from 22nd to 25th July

For full results, including times, from the World Under 23 Rowing Championships in Brest, Belarus, see www.worldrowing.com
Note to Editors

· Scottish Rowing is the National Governing Body for the sport of rowing in Scotland, and provides athletes to the GB Rowing Team for international competition

· Andrew Holmes, Sam Scrimgeour and Polly Swann have all been supported through the Scottish Rowing Performance Programme, funded through sportscotland athlete support

· The Under 23 GB Rowing Team is supported by Lottery Funding

· Further information on the team selected to represent Scotland at the Commonwealth Rowing Championships in Canada from 31st July to 1st August can be found on the Scottish Rowing website – www.scottish-rowing.org.uk/News.html
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