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BRITlSHROWlNG 

BRITISH ROWING & ENVIRONMENT AGENCY - BOAT LICENSING SCHEME 

The law governing boat registration for Environment Agency waterways changed in April 2010 with the introduction of the Environment Agency (Inland Waterways) Order 2010. The new order means a more modern and consistent approach for boat registration on inland waterways in England, updating the historic navigation legislation on the Thames, the Medway and Anglian waterways. 

Anyone planning to keep or use a boat on these waterways is required to understand the new registration requirements and to act on them. There is further information on the EA website - 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/cy/ymchwil/polisi/116882.aspx
Having been advised of the arrangements for harmonisation of boat licensing, the Thames and the Eastern regional rowing councils asked British Rowing to negotiate with the EA to obtain a reduction in the standard licence fee, to apply to all boats used for rowing on any EA waterway from 2011. 

The EA have emphasised that their objectives are - 

· To ensure that all boats used in rowing, both unpowered and coaching/safety launches are licensed. (This is no change from the current position.) 

· To obtain a 'cost neutral' position on the total income collected from rowing. If the fees that have been fixed result in increased income for the EA, they have undertaken to work with British Rowing to use the excess income to benefit the sport. If they result in a reduction in income the overall charge would have to be re-negotiated. 

Who will be eligible to buy licences from British Rowing? 

· Clubs who boat on EA waters 

· Clubs who boat from other waters, but row on EA waters for competition or training 

Can individuals purchase licences from British Rowing? 

No, but individuals who rack their boats at British Rowing affiliated clubs can obtain a licence as part of their club's application for club owned boats. 

When does the scheme start? 

2011. For some EA regions the renewal date in past years has been 1st January, for some 1st April.  The new scheme will have 1st April as the renewal date. There will be no requirement for clubs in regions where licensing previously ran from January each year to licence their boats for January to March 2011. 

How will licensed boats be indentified? 

Through the existing British Rowing boat identity scheme, which requires all boats to carry a label identifying the boat, ie. three letters identifying the 

club. and three numbers identifying the boat (as specified in Rules of British Rowing Section L). 

Who will be responsible for enforcing the scheme? 

The EA, with the co-operation of British Rowing.  The list of licensed boats, identified by their unique numbers, will be made available to the EA so that boats on the water can be checked to ensure they are properly licensed.  Random checks by EA will be made at clubs and at regattas.  Any boat that is not licensed will be liable for the normal penalties applied by EA for unlicensed boats. 

How will clubs apply for licences? 

This will be an on-line process through British Rowing's website. When the full data has been entered an invoice will be issued to the club.  No licences will be valid until the invoice has been paid. 

More detailed information about how to make the on-line application will be published on the website - www.britishrowing.org/boat-licences 
How much will licences cost? 

The standard fee for 2011 EA licences will be £30.50 pa.  Reduced price licences can only be obtained from British Rowing. 

The 2011 fees for annual licences purchased from British Rowing are 

· EA based Clubs: Standard Licence £ 19.00 

· Non EA based Clubs: Standard Licence £ 12.00 

· All Clubs: Junior Licence £5.00 

· Coaching or/and safety launches: free of charge 

Will we still be able to buy day licences? 

Day licences will still be available at a fee of £7 per day from the EA. You will not be able to purchase a day licence from British Rowing 

What licence do I buy if a boat is to be used by juniors and seniors? 

You will need to buy a standard licence. The junior licence is only available for boats used exclusively by juniors, (with the exception of coxswains). 

What is the qualification for 'junior'? 

Junior is as defined in the British Rowing Rules of Racing 3.3.2. 

What are the requirements for powered safety or coaching launches? Although there is no charge for a licence for a powered safety or coaching launch, you are required to enter details of its identification number on the British Rowing database as for unpowered craft. If you do not, it will not be licensed. You will also continue to be required to conform to the registration and insurance requirements for powered craft as required by the EA. 

If you have any further questions please contact the British Rowing Office, info@britishrowing.org
Rosemary Napp National Manager 
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