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Countdown to a Festival of World Rowing 





With less than six months to go until this year's FISA World Rowing Masters Regatta at Strathclyde Park in Scotland, organisers - the Scottish Amateur Rowing Association and North Lanarkshire Council - are putting the finishing touches to a fantastic programme of rowing and entertainment.





The regatta, which takes place from 8 to 11 September, will give rowers from around the world the chance to experience great Scottish hospitality, as well as competitive rowing action on the UK's leading rowing course. 





“We are having a fantastic response from rowing masters to this year's event and there has been great interest in our innovative programme “ said Mary Massaro President of the Scottish Amateur Rowing Association, “The organising committee has been working very hard and I am sure that we will be able to offer a very special experience to rowing friends from all over the world “





Councillor James Logue, Convener of Community Services at North Lanarkshire Council said  " We greatly look forward to giving a special Scottish welcome to competitors from across the world. I'm sure that all the visitors will not only be impressed with the superb facilities at our flagship park, but also, the many fine sights and attractions to be found both in North Lanarkshire and Scotland."





For the first time the regatta will operate an online entry system as well as a full programme of live entertainment, from Tuesday evening until lunch on the Sunday. In addition, an integrated transport system will link all the regatta hotels (with over 3000 rooms) to both the course and the evening entertainment.





The highlight of the entertainment programme is the final night party  - Party in the Park - with up to 1000 revellers enjoying live music and fine cuisine by the lochside. Other highlights include a four-course banquet for 500 people at Motherwell Concert Hall, as well as the exclusive Thistle Club that will provide members with a unique champagne and seafood piano bar overlooking the regatta site.





Information on this world class event is now available in the second edition of the regatta Bulletin, with translations available in French, German, Spanish and Italian. Copies of Bulletin 2 are available, along with all other information and can be found on the regatta website.





More/…





Cont/…





In addition, accommodation booking is available now and from 1 April competitors will be able to enter, hire boats, book entertainment and transport online.  The website will also be available in German, French, Spanish and Italian and will have downloadable forms, bulletins and newsletters.





For more information please visit our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.fwmr2005.com" ��www.fwmr2005.com� or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@fwmr2005.com" ��info@fwmr2005.com�. 





-Ends-








Contact name:	Mike Haggerty (Vice-President, SARA)


	07900 678426


			� HYPERLINK mailto:Mike.haggerty@ntlworld.com ��Mike.haggerty@ntlworld.com�





			Iain Somerside ( Event Director )


			07889 515620


			� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@fwmr2005.com" ��info@fwmr2005.com� 








Date:			15 March 2005








Note to editors:





The FISA World Rowing Masters Regatta will be held in Strathclyde County Park, Scotland from 8 to 11 September 2005.





The rowing course at Strathclyde Country Park is Britain’s first Olympic-standard eight lane 2,000-metre course. It was officially opened by First Minister Jack McConnell in June 2004.





Strathclyde Country Park lies in 1,100 acres (400 hectares) of countryside in the valley of the River Clyde. Situated around Strathclyde Loch, the park offers world-class sporting facilities at the Watersports Centre and boasts a state-of-the-art Rowing Academy. It is also a licensed outdoor activity centre. 
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