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LEADING SPORTS BRING TOGETHER THEIR EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 2018 

 

Some of the leading sports in Europe are to co-ordinate their existing European championships at 

the same time of the year to create an exciting new multi-sport concept, it was announced today. 

The Governing Bodies for athletics, swimming, cycling, rowing and triathlon, will organise their 

individual championships as part of the ‘European Sports Championships’ in the summer of 

2018, hosted by the cities of Berlin and Glasgow. 

This innovative new approach brings the existing European championships together in a 

sustainable format once every four years in order to continue building their prestige, profile and 

media exposure.  

To be staged over a 12 day period in July/August 2018, around 1,500 athletes will compete at the 

European Athletics Championships in Berlin, whilst at the same time 2,900 will take part in the 

other championships in Glasgow – all as part of the European Sports Championships.   

The European Broadcast Union (EBU), the umbrella body for the continent’s free-to-air channels, 

will be the broadcast partner for the combined championships, which are expected to generate 

more than 2’700 hours of programming. And with Europe’s public service broadcasters involved, 

the combined Championships are expected to reach a cumulative live television audience of more 

than 850 million television viewers across the continent.  

The European Athletics Championships in 2018 will be staged at Berlin's Olympic Stadium, with 

the championship road races and race walking events held in the city. 

The European Aquatic Championships will take place at Glasgow's Tollcross International 

Swimming Centre, with diving and synchronised swimming taking place at Edinburgh's Royal 

Commonwealth Pool and open water swimming being staged at Loch Lomond. 

Four European Cycling Championships will be staged in Glasgow. Track, Road, Mountain Bike and 

BMX will attract 650 of Europe’s top names to the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome, the Cathkin Braes 

mountain bike track, the streets of Glasgow and a new BMX facility to be built in the city. 

The European Championships for Rowing and Triathlon will both be staged at Strathclyde Country 

Park in North Lanarkshire. 

Given the heritage of the sport in Scotland, there is a further aspiration for golf to be included within 

the concept, with Gleneagles as the chosen venue. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Each European championship will be organised by the respective Federation and the Host City. 

Hansjörg Wirz, President of European Athletics, said: “We are excited to be organising our 

European championships in 2018 in Berlin in a coordinated way together with other leading sports 

in Glasgow. Our aim is to build further on the heritage, profile and awareness of our existing 

prestigious European Athletic Championships.”  

Paolo Barelli, President of the Ligue Européenne de Natation (European Aquatics), added: “With 

the support and commitment of the major free-to-air broadcasters around the continent, the 

European Sports Championships will further build the prestige of becoming a champion of Europe 

and act as a powerful inspiration for youngsters to participate in our sports.“ 

Jean-Paul Philippot, EBU President, said: “We are delighted to be associated with this ground-

breaking project that will encompass the rich diversity of European sports in a competitive event of 

the highest quality, which we will bring to the largest audience possible in all of Europe on a free-to 

air basis.”  

Jamie Hepburn, Minister for Sport for the Scottish Government, said: “Last summer Scotland 

showed the world what a tremendous job it can do when it comes to staging major sporting 

events, with the Commonwealth Games and the Ryder Cup both hugely successful. As part of the 

legacy of those events, we want to attract even more top class sport to Scotland, and the 

European Sports Championships is certainly in that category. This will be another chance for 

Scotland to prove it’s the perfect stage for top class events. It will also attract visitors from around 

the continent, providing a great boost to the economy.” 

Councillor Gordon Matheson, Leader of Glasgow City council, said: “I am delighted that Glasgow 

has been chosen by such prestigious sporting bodies to stage this new and exciting event in 

partnership with our friends in Berlin. We have been chosen because of our excellence and 

innovation and our proven ability to stage world-class events. Not to mention of course our citizens’ 

world-famous warm welcome, so superbly demonstrated during the Commonwealth Games, 

described as the best ever staged.” 

www.EuropeanSportsChampionships.com 

  @ESChamps2018 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

James Mulligan, European Athletics: +41 79 694 48 29, james.mulligan@european-athletics.org 

Paulo Frischknecht, European Aquatics (LEN): +352 27 44 91 64, frischk.paulo@len.eu 

Enrico Della Casa, Union Européenne de Cyclisme (UEC): +39 342 8033487, e.dellacasa@uec.ch  

 

 

 

http://www.europeansportschampionships.com/
mailto:e.dellacasa@uec.ch


 

 

 

 

 

Matt Smith, European Rowing (FISA): +41 21 617 8373, matt.smith@fisa.org 

Ian Howard, European Triathlon (ETU): +44 7795 415458, ianhoward@britishtriathlon.org 

Gina Lundby, European Broadcast Union (EBU): +41 22 717 28 15, lundby@eurovision.net 

Michelle McGinty, Glasgow City Council: +44 7918 643390, michelle.mcginty@glasgow.gov.uk 

Mark Taylor, Scottish Government: +44 131 244 3092, mark.taylor@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

Herbert Dierker, Berlin: +49 30 90223 2979, Herbert.Dierker@seninnsport.berlin.de  

Jon Ridgeon, European Sports Championships Management (ESCM): +44 7798 927001, 

jon.ridgeon@escmanagement.eu  
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